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The Basic Connotation, Practical Predicaments and Implementation
Pathways of Labor Justice in the Digital Space

ZHANG Chuyi, Al Silin

Abstract: As a new—type field and vital carrier for upholding labor justice, digital space plays a
pivotal role in transforming the material foundation of labor justice, innovating carriers of value consen-
sus and renovating discourse narrative modes. Labor justice serves as an indispensable value guideline
and ethical norm for the sound development of digital space. From the dimensions of justice in labor
production, labor activity, labor distribution and labor relations, it helps improve the efficiency of
production, facilitate the free development of individual subjects, guarantee the fair allocation of re-
sources, and realize mutual benefit and coexistence among all participants within the digital space.
Under capitalist production mode, digital space has become a new venue for capital expansion and ap-
preciation. Typical manifestations include digital space monopoly formed by digital platforms through
“enclosure movements” , digital space discipline imposed by algorithms via panoptic surveillance,
and digital space isolation triggered by symbolic logic and value cocoons. These phenomena give rise
to labor justice predicaments such as labor exploitation, labor control and weakened labor connections.
In the course of Chinese modernization, we must fully leverage the strengths of the socialist system.
We should build a labor justice system for Chinese society by optimizing the governance mechanisms of
the digital space, promoting the ethical application of digital technologies, and reshaping the civiliza-
tional landscape of the digital space. This will foster a fair and inclusive order of labor justice, culti-
vate a sound ecosystem featuring good governance and joint participation for labor justice, and uphold
the people—centered philosophy of labor justice, thereby demonstrating the distinctive stance on justice
and civilizational paradigm of Chinese modernization.

Keywords: Labor justice, Digital space, Chinese—style modernization
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